US Peace Corps Volunteer Wins Ukrainians' Hands 

"American Hutsul." This is what locals in Kolomyia have named Peace Corps Volunteer Shaun Williams.  He is one of more than 300 American volunteers who now live and work in small towns and villages across Ukraine.

Shaun teaches at the Kolomyia Pedagogical College. He is a native of Cincinnati, Ohio.  After earning two degrees back home - in linguistics and fine arts - he decided to pursue a career in the U.S. Peace Corps, volunteered and went on to serve two years in Ukraine.  Now he teaches English to prospective teachers.

Students say that their pronunciation has improved because Shaun speaks only English in class.  Shaun also considers himself lucky. He has an interest in Ukrainian folklore and wanted to go to Ukraine:

"It's difficult for Ukrainians to understand why anyone would want to go to Ukraine and what is volunteerism is in general.  We try to explain it to our students, organize volunteer projects here in our English club to show that it is possible to do something useful for their community without receiving money or rewards.  Because for volunteers, the reward is the experience that he has acquired, and the sense of having helped people.  In my country volunteering is more or less the norm, and children learn to volunteer from an early age.  For Ukrainians the concept is still strange, and the word "volunteer" even has a negative implication from the Soviet times."

High schools in Kolomyia are accustomed to having teachers from America.  Five volunteers already served here before Shaun arrived.  Director of the 'Stefanik Kolomyia Pedagogical College', Valery Kovtun says Peace Corps volunteers are a substantial aid for the institution:

"I have no idea how we could prepare professionals to work as teachers of English without Peace Corps volunteers.  They are hard workers, they work alongside our teachers."

The teacher from Ohio has become a local celebrity about whom they write in newspapers. "American Hutsul" - The nickname he was given because he plays the tsymbalu, wears a Vyshyvanka, speaks Ukrainian and even paints Easter eggs.  All this the fan of folklore, without even a drop of Ukrainian blood, learned while volunteering in Ukraine.  Shaun says that he would have earned more money back home in America if he had not volunteered and come to Ukraine.  But what he has learned here can't be bought for any amount of money.

The Peace Corps was founded in 1961 by U.S. President John F. Kennedy for the strengthening of peace and friendship between peoples.  Today, volunteers serve in over 90 countries. In Ukraine, the Peace Corps has been operating since 1992, now the largest detachment of volunteers in the world.
