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 Retiree from Alaska teaches philanthropy to people in Ivano-Frankivsk oblast.
Can one person change the lives of an entire city? That’s exactly what happened in a town of Dolyna, located in Ivano-Frankivsk oblast, when Robin Eleazer, a U.S. Peace Corps Volunteer and a retiree came to work here from Alaska. Her arrival gave birth to volunteer initiatives, which united local government, businessmen and students. Today, Town History Museum is the most popular institution in town, and the door is always open for to the visitors. 

Vita Kindra feels at home in an old Boyki house: she knows what are bambetli and how to spin flax, and what magic signs her ancestors carved in their wooden houses. Here, in this Boyki Museum, this schoolgirl leads guided tours on a volunteer basis. 
Once empty and quiet, the Museum turned into a noisy place with lots of people. Now the next event is being prepared: an auction. The money raised will be invested in students’ expeditions in remote villages to search for antiquities to add to the exhibition.

The idea of the auction came from Robin Eleazer, U.S. Peace Corps Volunteer. She has also prepared lots which came from the U.S.A. Tatyana Seniv, Museum Director, says: “It is as if a new life was breathed into the Museum, when a Peace Corps Volunteer arrived.” 

"She taught us how to make the museum full of people. A lot of people come: senior, junior, middle age, mayor, government and children - they're all here.” 

Local "Museumania" began with creation of a ‘Friends of Museum Club’. The elite club was joined by representatives of local government, businessmen and journalists. One of its members, Tatiana Matveeva, says: "People with common interests began to come together, those who wanted to do something good for the community. And almost nobody believes that we are doing this for free.” 

After their parents, children began to like to volunteer as well. Looks like they love a new role: guides, managers at trade shows, fundraisers, attracting funds for community projects. 

Mayor of Dolyna Volodymyr Harazd is also satisfied with this new tendency among  local youth: "Volunteers gave birth to other volunteers. This is true, because they gave this ‘volunteer virus’ to young people. You see, their eyes are sparkling, they want to work, many of them work just for free, but they are interested. They want to do it, they are promoting this idea to other people. " 

Strange as it may seem, but Robin, who was the creator of this whole museum boom, has never had to deal with museums before. She says this place is too quiet for her. At home in Alaska she has worked all her life as a coach for sports support groups. She always dreamed of the Peace Corps. Dream, she says, came true only now, after she retired: "Most of Ukrainians do not understand why we do it. People are surprised to learn that there are over 300 [Peace Corps ] Volunteers now serving in Ukraine. Few know what is the Peace Corps and what is volunteerism in general. And sometimes it is very difficult to explain. It is easier with the youth because they have already made volunteer projects for their schools. And older people do not understand. They ask: “Are you paid for this?” -  “No.” -  “Then why are you doing it? " 

Soon, two years of Robin’s service in Ukraine will be over. But she still wants to extend for one more year. Her project was very successful, and Dolyna still needs her help. Alaska and pension will wait. 
U.S. Peace Corps is a charitable organization that was founded in 1961 by President Kennedy to promote peace and friendship between peoples. Peace Corps operates in 90 countries, including Ukraine. U.S. Volunteers serve in the small towns and villages, teaching English and working on youth development and community projects.
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