Peace Corps is helping in Ivano-Frankivsk

Imagine a person from a developed country, who decided to suspend a successful career, desert relatives and friends and instead is going to the other part of the world to teach in a village school, take care of environmental projects in a local community or help attract investments for a few years. He is not alone in the USA. Those are Peace Corps volunteers. Founded by President John Kennedy, this organization is funded by the US Government. Nowadays Peace Corps is operating in many countries of the world, including Ukraine. Recently we had a story about PCV Camilla [Pajor], who is teaching English in Kozova, Ternopil region.  Today we are going to introduce you to another volunteer: Craig Stramel, YD, who is working in Ivano-Frankivsk region.
Beatles’ songs, chipping walls, refrigerator half empty…that’s home for a volunteer from USA in a local dormitory in a town of Tlumach.

To improve his Ukrainian, he is studying reading:
[in Ukrainian, red strawberries, don’t hide your faces] «Червонясті полунички, не ховайте свої личка...»

Craig Stramel came from Kansas. He does not have any Ukrainian roots. Having become a PCV, he was sworn in to serve in Ukraine for two years.

Here in Tlumach he is teaching English in a local school. He is promoting volunteerism: organized a summer camp where children planted trees, participated in clean up campaigns, discussed drugs and HIV prevention.

Also Craig is a good friend with kids from local orphanage. Some are learning how to play a guitar from him; he is helping others with home tasks.
Craig is singing a song about a spider in English: 
“The itsy bitsy spider went up the water spout. Down came the rain, and washed the spider out.”
Sometimes he is writing questions on a blackboard: «monkey, elephant, pig, crocodile...»

Craig has a degree in mathematics. Back in the USA, he would have made a career in these two years. Here in Ukrainian interior, he lives a modest life getting a small living allowance from his Government.

 «Sometimes people looks at me with a surprise when they learn that I came from the USA and am working here as a volunteer. People are interested, why does one want to do it? Why did you come to Ukraine? But I just tell them that I can be fortunate, I love travelling, I love helping people, and volunteerism is such a great chance for me to see other countries, get some experience. They seem to sort of understand, but the majority says: well, you are crazy!  Can’t believe that you are doing this!» says Craig Stramel, Peace Corps volunteer.
«Very good apples!», – says Craig, complimenting local apples.
