New Peace Corps Ukraine Volunteers have just sworn in
United States Ambassador to Ukraine John F. Tefft administered the oath for the new hundred and three Peace Corps Volunteers. Peace Corps marks the 50th anniversary of the agency this year. Ukrainian post, which is the largest in the world, will celebrate two decades next year.
Several lines of solemn oath - and a new group of Peace Corps Volunteers starts service in Ukraine. One hundred and three American volunteers who have completed two-month preparatory course in the villages near Kyiv and Chernihiv are heading to the most remote parts of Ukraine. 
They will teach English, work with youth and develop local communities. 

Nathalie Legrand from North Carolina is going to Mykolayiv where she will help local economic development agency: 

"My first impression of the country immediately dispelled all my fears. I really like Ukraine. It's wonderful! "

Michael Dixon, an architect from Illinois will go to Vinnytsia. Together with local ethnographers he will protect historical sites: 

"I was dreaming to become a volunteer. My brother was a Peace Corps volunteer in the sixties. I had to go to the army and always envied him. And so I decided: why not now? Moreover, as an architect, I have an experience to share.

This year marks 50th Anniversary of Peace Corps. Harriett Destler  was there when Peace Corps was launched: she was hiring first volunteers in Washington office fifty years ago:

"It was an exciting time. Nobody knew what it is to be a Peace Corps volunteer. It was new. The first volunteers arrived, and we kept asking where they want to go. They said: “well, Paris, London”. But eventually they went to Bangladesh to grow rice. "
The new volunteers will continue to make Peace Corps Ukraine the largest post in the world. 
"I think Peace Corps has achieved great success in Ukraine. Travelling throughout the country, I try to meet with the volunteers as often as possible. When I visit universities and schools, people approach me and thank for work volunteers do. They invite American volunteers again and again.. No matter what it is, either language teaching, or helping communities, what they do is a real people's diplomacy "- said John Tefft, U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine. 

