Volunteer  is working with children with special needs
Almost five hundred citizens of the U.S.A are currently living and working in small villages of Ukraine. These are Peace Corps volunteers: teachers of English, managers, environmentalists. One, who decided to dedicate two years of life serving Ukraine, does not get any salary, however getting a valuable experience and a line in a CV, which is respected in the United States. These representatives of people’s diplomacy is a find for Ukraine. One of them is working with children with special needs. 

Emily Watson, Peace Corps Volunteer, arrived in Sokal one year ago. She is jogging each morning at a local stadium. Emily came from Oregon. 

Her everyday routs runs through Sokal market; she needs to check how is her project running. Here, you will see dozens of kiosks selling vegetables and washing powder and soon a new kiosk, will open, sponsored by Peace Corps. It will sell goods handmade by children with special needs. Souvenirs and decorations, towels and shirts with embroidery are produced during lessons at Promin Nadii (Ray of Light) Sokal Center of Rehabilitation of Children with Special Needs. The lessons are for children with special physical or mental needs, those who are hard to adapt to society.

Emily had in mind an example from the United States when offering to sell the goods in a special kiosk. Back home, these shops are quite popular, and people gladly buy things there.

Volunteer helps her NGO to write a grant which was approved, and they got enough money to buy materials: glass beads, cloth, tools for braiding. They also spent grant money on a kiosk. Also, Emily found international sponsors to supply Sokal community with wheelchairs and crutches. 

Emily says she’s been looking for exactly this kind of job. Back home, having a degree in Management, she had an experience in providing care to people with special needs, including her own family.

«There are some really talented people here. And it’s such a pity that they are separated from the society, and their talents do not get recognized.», – says Volunteer. 

Emily says she does not like the word ‘disabled’ and is trying to avoid using it. She thinks this word does not help developing talents.

With Peace Corps Volunteer this NGO got financial sustainability. Oksana Kononova, Director of this NGO: 
«We had ideas but we did not have ways to implement them. When Emily arrived, she suggested: “Let’s write a grant and do this and that.” And we saw that this is a possible way to solve our problems. This might be some activities for children, for those people who will not be offered a job. These are also kids, they also deserve living a full life, have friends, laugh, play. It is very rewarding to work with them, see their faces surprised by being able to work with glass beads. Their works could later be sold, which made them really happy.”

Emily has one more volunteer year in Ukraine ahead. She has lots of plans: publish a color catalogue, organize an advertising campaign, and online sales. Children who are talented, but have some health problems should have equal opportunities to get a job or self actualization with the others.
