Volunteer from Florida Supports Homeless People in Lviv 
Are you familiar with the fact that nowadays over 400 Americans are serving in Ukraine? These representatives of the U.S.A are sworn in to serve for two years in Ukraine. The work as teachers of English, participate in projects for youth, help develop communities. One of such volunteers came from Florida and is working in Lviv for over a year already. She is working with socially vulnerable groups of people: street children, homeless, people with special needs. 

Blythe Duckworth has been living in Lviv for over a year now, and she has a good command of Ukrainian.  She is from Florida and has a degree in sociology. She is serving at Peace Corps, and her site is Narodna Dopomoha, Lviv NGO, which helps socially vulnerable groups of people better integrate into society. 

They have a plain-air today: art therapy for children from vulnerable families. They learned to create decorations in quilling technique, which is far better than waste time doing nothing on the street.       

After the plain-air Blythe makes a visit to her women’s shelter. This Center was created for women who came to a crisis situation and temporarily do not have a place to live. Svitlana Mykolayivna, who lost home because of family issues, thought there was no way out. Now she is far away from her sad thoughts, she has a job and is looking to the future with hope. 

«I have an experience of living on a street. I had nowhere to go and no one to talk to. But all of a chance, I heard about the Center and asked them to help me», – says Svitlana Rudnytska.

After visiting the shelter, they are waiting for Blythe in a ‘social taxi’ dispatcher's. People with special needs pay a special reduced fee for this service in Lviv, set by Narodna Dopomoha. The cars are specially equipped. Dispatchers are also people with special needs, help people to get to the shop, policlinics or theater. 

«This is a very convenient taxi. I’ve been using it for over three years already and I’m really happy with it.  For people with special needs this is like you enlarge your space, you communicate with the world. That’s why I’m so happy with it. Many thanks to all who organized this taxi.», – says Olha Skobalo. 

Narodna Dopomoha activists have ideas for new projects as well. Blythe helped with this organization with something it was lacking: planning and management. 

Yuriy Lopatynskiy, Executive Director of NGO Narodna Dopomoha Lviv says: 

«It was Blythe’s important role in making a strategic plan. On one hand, it was a limitation of our multiple and free ideas. On the other, we say which way we are going and what do we want to accomplish in one year. In the past, we did not have such a detailed plan».

Blythe says that with Peace Corps she’s got a chance to get some experience, needed to make a social worker’s career in the U.S.A. Also, it was an opportunity to learn a new country: Ukraine.

«It was hard with language and with food. It’s different. But I have learned to cook. I love visiting local market – this is my favorite thing in Ukraine. I love picking fresh vegetables, talk to babushkas», – says Blythe.

This year Blythe became learned more about all Ukrainian. She lives like a Ukrainian in her apartments. She is weaving, has a book with recipes of borshch, and is planning to make pickles for winter. When she is speaking with her relatives from U.S.А on a Skype, she calls her dad ‘tato’ in Ukrainian.
